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OUR
VISION

Now in our 17th year, GeoScienceWorld 
remains an essential resource for the 
earth science research community. As a 
unique non-profit collaborative, we create 
impactful solutions for independent 
society publishers and the larger earth 
science research community, advancing 
knowledge and insights for the benefit of 
people and the planet.

Partnership and collaboration, which 
have been essential to our development, 
continue to be central priorities for our 
long-term sustainability, along with new 
focus on customer centricity. Our aim is to 
bring all of the voices in our community 
into dialogue. In order to open doors and 
create new products and services, we need 
to understand the needs and perspectives 
of our customers, societies, researchers, 
and technology partners.  The dynamic 
nature of both scholarly publishing and 
technology forces us to rethink and 
innovate. By deepening our engagement 
and understanding of our customers, we 
can better deliver what they need.

VISION  ///  ANNUAL REPORT 2020-2021



OUR
MISSION

 ◆ Operate independently and not for 
profit with practices and policies that 
ensure sustainability and continuity.

 ◆ Embrace innovation and respond 
effectively to evolving opportunities in 
the lifecycle of scientific research. 

 ◆ Create, deliver, and maintain products 
and services for the development, 
dissemination, and utilization of 
curated science.

 ◆ Support the viability and 
independence of society publishing 
programs, realizing the economic and 
strategic benefits of collaboration.

 ◆ Serve a diverse global community of 
stakeholders, encompassing authors, 
educators, libraries, publishers, and 
research users.
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BY THE 
NUMBERS

total revenue

renewal rate

pageviews

in royalties to membership 
societies since inception

NPS (Net Promoter Score)
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$8.83M

96%

8.25M

+54

$48M
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SUPPORTING 
RESEARCH

GeoScienceWorld works with publishing societies 
to support the creation and dissemination of 
scholarly earth science research, always striving to 
maximize the value and utility of our platform for a 
global community of researchers and libraries. By 
returning a high proportion of our income to our 
content partners, we help protect the viability and 
independence of society publishing programs while 

2020-21 2019-20

constantly exploring and incorporating valuable 
economic, technological, and strategic benefits of 
collaboration. To date GSW has returned more than 
$48 million (journal + eBook royalties) to societies to 
advance their publishing, research, and educational 
programs. GSW continues to deliver excellent 
financial results. 

REVENUE

Journals eBooks Society Services Lithosphere

Total Revenue  
(excluding operating 
reserve use) outperformed 
budget revenue by $1.5M 
and was higher than prior 
year by 5.6%.

eBook Revenue   
$826K versus budget of 
$450K. Program to date 
revenue not including 
publisher chargebacks = 
$5.15M.

Journal Revenue  
(FY 2020-21): GSW and 
GeoRef revenue of $7.50M 
exceeding budget by 
$1.21M, 19.2%. 2.5% growth 
over prior year.

Lithosphere 
Revenue  
$140K

$8.83M
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EXPENSE

ROYALTIES

Royalties & PPV Commissions Marketing*People Costs
*2019-20 People Costs 
include Lithosphere 
Launch Costs

TechnologyOffice and 
related

Special 
projects, R&D

Total Operating Expense better than budget by $584K and less than 
prior year by $539K due to lower spending across the board. 

in royalties paid to publishers 

w/ GSW retainer an increase of 0.48%.

$2.91M program to date 
royalties paid to publishers in 

six years since program launch.

Journals Royalty (CY 2020)

eBook Royalty (FY 2020-21)

Journals

GeoRef

eBooks
Pay per View

$2.9M

$48.5M+
$3,76M

$540K

$39.4M+

$6.02M
$2.90M

$383K



“Joining GeoScienceWorld (GSW) marked a step 
change in electronic publishing for the Society 
of Economic Geologists.  Made up of a host 
of non-profit publishers, GSW has effectively 
integrated the varied earth science content and 
rendered it discoverable in a way that makes 
the resource greater than the sum of its parts.  
Rather than providing returns to company 
shareholders, proceeds of this highly successful 
joint venture are returned to mission-driven 
membership societies.”

Brian G. Hoal 
Executive Director, Society of Economic Geologists

“GeoScienceWorld provides small research 
institutions like mine with cost- effective access 
to a world-class library of geoscience literature 
— much more than we could ever afford to 
subscribe to otherwise. Their journal list is a 
“Who’s Who” of scholarly society publishing 
in our field and is actively growing. GSW 
has a strong track record of innovation and 
responsiveness to user input. Features like their 
geographic search interface, indexing of figures 
and tables, and use of mobile vouchers provide 
new modes of discovery. And the quality and 
reliability of the GeoRef bibliographic database 
underpins it all. I can’t imagine a serious 
research program in the earth or environmental 
sciences being without GSW.”

Shaun Hardy 
Librarian Department of Terrestrial Magnetism, 
Carnegie Institution of Washington
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RESEARCH
PLATFORM

GeoScienceWorld’s research platform is a trusted 
source for high-quality, peer-reviewed geoscience 
content. Our high-value, curated collection from 36 
society publishers provides seamless access to the 
journals and books researchers consider essential to 
advance the science.

GSW serves a diverse global community of authors, 
educators, students, libraries, government agencies, 
leading oil & gas and metals & mining companies. 
We operate with a consistent awareness of the 
nonprofit values that distinguish us from others in 
the field.

ESSENTIAL, TRUSTED AND COMMUNITY DRIVEN

countries 
served

4870%
of the Times Higher 
Education TOP 20 

geoscience research 
universities subscribe      

to GSW

2,02K
articles from 50 journals

2,220+ 4.2M

annual 
pageviews

eBooks GeoRef records

8M+



JOURNALS 
COLLECTION

GSW’s journals collection provides access 
to 50 top-tier journals from 30 global 
publishing societies. The overwhelming 
majority (88%) of the journals in our 
collection are ranked in The Web of Science 
Group Journal Citation Report. The GSW 
Archive Collection (1905-1999) continues to 
grow as new backfiles are added, providing 
lasting value to subscribers.

Four new journals were added to the 
Collection expanding our geographic 
coverage and strengthening the breadth of 
content in applied geosciences.

 ◆ Earthquake Engineering Research 
Institute’s (EERI) Earthquake Spectra, 
July 2020

 ◆ The Russian Academy of Sciences’ 
Russian Geology and Geophysics, 
November 2020

 ◆ SEG’s Discovery (formerly Newsletter), 
December 2020

 ◆ SSA’s OA journal The Seismic Record, 
March 2021
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Stratigraphy 8%
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Engineering Geology 3%
Environmental Geology 2%

7%
Areal & Structural geology

Structural Geology 6%
Areal Geology 1%

2%
Hydrogeology & hydrology

B
re

ad
th

 o
f 

C
on

te
n

t 
b

y 
Su

b
je

ct

RESEARCH PLATFORM  ///  ANNUAL REPORT 2020-2021



*Made possible through the generosity of our program sponsors: 
ExxonMobil, American Association of Petroleum Geologists Foundation, Geological Society of London, Society of Exploration Geophysicists Foundation, 
SEPM The Society for Sedimentary Geology.

The GSW eBook Collections* provide 
integrated, high-value, full-text content 
with the convenience of downloadable 
chapters from 13 trusted publishers. eBooks 
are cross-searchable and interlinked with 
the GSW Journals Collections and the 
GeoRef database. The complete collection 
includes years 1926–2021. New titles and 
publishers are added on an ongoing basis, 
including GSA Special Papers and Memoirs.
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GSW EBOOK 
COLLECTIONS

Book chapters 9.7% OA content eBook titles from 13 publishers

38,822 2,249+



*New Journal Citation Indicator: Developed by the Institute for Scientific Information (ISI) at Clarivate, this new metric represents the average category-
normalised citation impact for papers published in the prior three-year period, providing a single journal-level metric that can be easily interpreted and 
compared across disciplines.

As a further extension of our mission, GSW is 
providing collaborative OA publishing solutions. In 
response to changing business models and funder 
mandates, GSW invested in the acquisition and re-
launch of Lithosphere, previously published by The 
Geological Society of America, as a multi-society 
Gold OA journal. The journal now covers research 
in all areas of earth, planetary, and environmental 
sciences and is the first broad-scope, fully-OA 
journal in the geosciences that combines both a 
direct submission and transfer models.

UNIQUE FEATURES:
 ◆ Published in alliance with seven prestigious 

nonprofit societies

 ◆ Fully compliant with all existing funder 
requirements for open access

 ◆ #1 for all open access journals in Geology by 
Impact Factor (3.375) and by Journal Citation 
Index (1.31*)

 ◆ Submission to final decision = 65 days average

 ◆ Constructive and cooperative peer review run 
by an International Editorial Board

 ◆ American Association of Petroleum Geologists 
(AAPG); 

 ◆ Geological Society of America (GSA); 

 ◆ Geological Society of London (GSL); 

 ◆ Mineralogical Society of America (MSA); 

 ◆ SEPM Society for Sedimentary Geology; 

 ◆ Society of Exploration Geophysicists (SEG); 

 ◆ Society of Economic Geologists (SEG). 

PARTICIPATING PUBLISHERS

OPEN ACCESS (OA) 
COMMUNITY JOURNAL
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SOCIETY SERVICES
PROGRAM

Through its Society Service program GSW provides 
Innovative products and shared services to help 
societies reduce costs and increase efficiency.

Participants include:  American Association of 
Petroleum Geologists, Mineralogical Association of 
Canada, Geological Society of America, Seismological 
Society of America, SEPM Society for Sedimentary 
Geology, and the Society of Economic Geology.  

OVERVIEW
 ◆ Provides membership access control via Single 

Sign-on (SSO) and customer support to all but 
MAC and Institutional access control via IP, 
usage reporting, and customer support to all 
but AAPG.

 ◆ Configures member and subscriber access for:

 ◆ SEG*: approximately 160 institutional 
subscribers by IP authentication.

 ◆ GSA: approximately 1,275 institutional 
subscribers by IP authentication.

 ◆ SEPM: approximately 350 institutional 
subscribers by IP authentication.

 ◆ SSA: approximately 575 institutional 
subscriptions by IP authentication.

 ◆ MAC: Authentication for 1,168 members 
and approximately 150 institutional 
subscriptions.

 ◆ AAPG: Authentication for approximately 
30,000 members

Society Services sites

eBooks

Serving  
12 journals

~61,000 members served 
from AAPG, GSA, SEPM, 

SEG, and MAC

6

1,341

12

61,000

*Society of Economic Geologists



GSW supports our Society Service clients by:

 ◆ Providing quarterly updates for societies 
including a platform roadmap review and 
review of society technology needs

 ◆ Engaging with societies to define 
requirements around platform enhancements

 ◆ Reporting on usage for each subscribing 
institution and membership at large

 ◆ Meeting with society Executive Directors 
to understand strategic priorities and 
opportunities for collaboration

 ◆ Subscription renewals for society institutional 
customers

“With the conglomerate of many publishers 
firmly behind them, GeoScienceWorld can 
negotiate with consortia and vendors that 
the Geological Society of America would not 
have been able to reach. Working at this scale 
has allowed us to save on expenses, push the 
technology of our publications, and collaborate 
with other geoscience publishers to create 
a unique product that serves the authors, 
researchers, and librarians of this field.”

Vicki McConnell 
Executive Director, Geological Society of America
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STRATEGIC 
PLANNING

GeoScienceWorld 2021-24 Strategic Plan was 
approved by the board in Q4 2021. 

The plan focuses on organizational resilience 
and adaptation to emerging opportunities and 
challenges. We continue to be motivated by 
providing innovative, collaborative, and sustainable 
service solutions for science, societies, and the 
global research community. GSW seeks to be agile 
and forward thinking in meeting the complex needs 
of our industry. 

The strategic priorities include:

 ◆ Sustainable growth - Deliver innovative, 
effective products and services that support 
our society partners, address and create 
market opportunities and mitigate long-term 
risks.

 ◆ Engagement & collaboration - Foster and 
leverage strategic partnerships to accelerate 
innovation and collaborate with societies, 
authors, researchers, librarians to shift from 
transactional relationships to impactful ones.

 ◆ People & culture - Embrace our Core Values 
and an innovative and customer-centric 
mindset; Be a supportive, collaborative and a 
solutions-oriented workplace where employees 
learn, grow and excel.



THANKS TO OUR  
COMMUNITY

GeoScienceWorld is grateful to the people and organizations on the 
following pages for helping to make our vision possible.
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AASP - The 
Palyonolical Society

Canadian Society of 
Petroleum Geologists

Geological Society 
of America

Mineralogical 
Society of America

Seismological 
Society of America

Société Géologique 
de France

American Association of 
Petroleum Geologists

Cushman Foundation for 
Foraminiferal Research

Geological Society of 
London

Mineralogical Society of Great 
Britain and Ireland

SEPM Society for 
Sedimentary Geology

Soil Science Society of 
America

Cambridge University 
Press

Environmental & Engineering 
Geophysical Society

Micropaleontology 
Project

NRC Research Press

Society of Economic 
Geologists

Association of Environmental 
and Engineering Geologists

Earthquake Engineering 
Research Institute

Geological Society of 
South Africa

Novosibirsk State 
University

Società  Geologica Italiana

University of Wyoming Clay Minerals Society - 
eBooks

Pacific Section AAPG - 
eBooks

Canadian Institute of Mining, 
Metallurgy & Petroleum

European Association of 
Geochemistry

Mineralogical Association 
of Canada

Paleontological Society

Society of Exploration 
Geophysicists



Anna Salt Troise – Treasurer 
Chief Education Strategist 

American Academy of  
Orthopaedic Surgeons

Brian Hoal 
Executive Director 

Society of Economic Geologists

Paul Cleverley – Secretary 
Founder, Infoscience Technologies Ltd.  

Visiting Professor of Information 
Science & Technology Robert Gordon 

University

Matt Hudson 
Director of Publications, 

Communications, and Marketing 
Entomological Society of America

Richard Hughes - Chair 
Executive Secretary 

Geological Society of London

Ann Benbow 
Executive Director 

Mineralogical Society of America

Christopher Keane 
Director of Communications and 

Technology 
American Geosciences Institute

Colin P. North – Vice-chair 
Senior Lecturer in Petroleum 

Geology University of Aberdeen

Howard Harper 
Executive Director 

SEPM Society for Sedimentary 
Geology

Linda Musser 
Distinguished Librarian and Head 
Earth and Mineral Sciences Library 
The Pennsylvania State University

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS
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